SEIYUN  AND  TARIM           -

The next morning Seiyid 'Abdul Rahman took us to visit the site of
a Himyaritic tomb which had been accidentally discovered by some boys;
and then on to visit Seiyid Bubekr's Tarim house where Seiyid 'Umar
promised to show us some stones with Himyaritic inscriptions and carvings.
The big courtyard was empty and the house shut up, as Seiyid Bubekr
spends most of his time in Seiyun. Passing through a door in the wall in
the side of the house we entered a delightful and extraordinarily un-Arab
garden. "We were first taken to admire the ducks and geese kept in big pens
of European pattern with an artificial pond. These birds are very rare
in the Hadhramaut and to see them in such surroundings we felt as if we had
been carried thousands of miles back home.

There was a wonderful sense of peace in the pleasant walled garden
with its green grass, shady trees and sweet-scented flowers, and while we
wandered among the fruit trees servants brought out some of the inscribed
stones and carvings. I copied some of the inscriptions and photographed
others.1 D. and I drove to the swmuning-bath in 'Aidid. It adjoins
another house belonging to Seiyid 'Umar, to which he retires in the heat of
the summer. We had a grand bathe, afterwards lying out on a terrace
spread with carpets and strewn with cushions.

Next morning Seiyid 'Umar took us to Dammun to see the celebrations
ia honour of a successful ibex hunt. Dammun, though it is not under
Kathiri rule, is practically a suburb of Tarim being just outside the eastern
wall. The ibex (weil) was a sacred animal with the ancient South Arabians,
and there were carvings of them amongst the stones in Seiyid Bubekr's
collection. There is no doubt that the dances we saw are extremely
ancient and pagan in origin. I think this is realized by the more educated
people and for this reason the celebrations are not really approved of.

In the afternoon we discussed arrangements for our journey to Seihut.
Seiyid Bubekr considered that we ought to take a Seiyid with us. One had
accordingly been summoned from 'Einat and after lunch we interviewed
Ijim. We did not take a fancy to Seiyid Muhsin but could hardly refuse

1 Those I copied read :
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